LENTEN MORNING SERVICE

;’:‘t?;az;.u__xl~ o
FEBRUARY 25, 2026

Bethleliom

Lutheran Church & Preschool




Order of Worship

Lenten Morning Service | February 25, 2026 | 10:30am

Welcome
Call to Worship & Invocation

Turn away from the calls of worldly success.
Repent, and turn back to God.

Turn away from the desire to have what everyone else has.
Repent, and turn back to God.

Turn away from the greed and the race for power.
Repent, and turn back to God.

As we walk through this Lenten season, may we turn back to God.
May we seek forgiveness, may we seek healing, may we seek God's presence in this time
of worship.
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P: We make our beginning then, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Opening Hymn: /n the Cross of Christ | Glory LW #101

In the cross of Christ | glory, tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.

When the woes of life o’ertake me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy.

When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure by the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide.
Psalmody (psaim 1181, 49)

P: Oh give thanks to the LoRD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!

C:
P: Let those who fear the LORD say,
C: “His steadfast love endures forever.”



QU QU QU QU QU

Out of my distress | called on the LORD;
the LoRD answered me and set me free.

The LORD is on my side; | will not fear.
What can man do to me?

The LORD is on my side as my helper;
| shall look in triumph on those who hate me.

It is better to take refuge in the LORD
than to trust in man.

It is better to take refuge in the LORD
than to trust in princes.

Confession & Absolution

C:

Let us confess our sins to God our Father.

Gracious God, in this season of Lent, we come to You with humble hearts. We confess
that we have turned away from Your love in our thoughts, words, and deeds. Forgive us.
Create in us clean hearts and renew a right spirit in us. Amen.

(Silence for personal reflection and confession.)

O most merciful God,

since You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy on us sinners, and
for His sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us
true knowledge of You and of Your will. We come before You in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting our sins against us.
Therefore, | tell you that all your sins are forgiven for His sake in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. To all who by faith call upon His name, He gives
the power of the Holy Spirit to grow in grace and obedience. And for this reason we can
know joy, even in our struggles.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

Hymn of Response: On My Heart Imprint Your Image LW #100

On my heart imprint Your image, blessed Jesus, King of grace,
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures never may Your work erase;
Let the clear inscription be; Jesus, crucified for me,

Is my life, my hope’s foundation, and my glory and salvation!

The First Reading Hebrews 13:1-27

Let brotherly love continue. ?Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares. *Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison
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with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. *Let marriage be held
in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually
immoral and adulterous. ° Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” ® So we can confidently say,

“The Lord is my helper;
| will not fear;
what can man do to me?”

’Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of
their wag of life, and imitate their faith. ® Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. “ Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be
strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them. 'We
have an altar from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat. '' For the bodies of
those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for
sin are burned outside the camp. '?So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify
the people through his own blood. " Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the
reproach he endured. "For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to
come. " Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. '® Do not neglect to do good and to share what you
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

7 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those
who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that
would be of no advantage to you.

18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all
things. "1 urge you the more earnestly to do this in order that | may be restored to you the
sooner.

2®Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, %' equip you with everything good
that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel John 15:9-17

°As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love. °If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his love. ' These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be full.

'2“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. ' Greater love has

no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. *You are my friends if you do
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what | command you. "> No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not know what
his master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have heard from my Father | have
made known to you. "®You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in
my name, he may give it to you. '’ These things | command you, so that you will love one
another.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: Chief of Sinners Though |/ Be LW #285

Chief of sinners though | be, Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, lives that | might never die.
As the branch is to the vine, | am His, and He is mine.

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, lasting as eternity!
Love that found me—wondrous thought—- found me when | sought Him not.

Only Jesus can impart balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv'n, joy that lifts the soul to heav'n,
Faith and hope to walk with God in the way that Enoch trod.

Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known, all my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life safe with Him from earthly strife.

O my Savior, help afford by Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray, keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply while | live and when | die.



Sermon: For the Joy of Life Together Pastor Kevin Fenster

Living Savior Lutheran in Tualatin

Song of Response: Blest Be the Tie That Binds LW #295

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The unity of heart and mind is like to that above.

Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.

We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.

From sorrow, toil and pain and sin we shall be free,
And perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity.

Prayers of the Church

P: Lord Jesus, we bring before You our fears and our failures. When preoccupations with
our weaknesses diminish our praise of Your name,
C: fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

P: When we place our own careers, agendas, and opportunities ahead of Your will, Your
Word, and Your desire for our lives,
C: fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.
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When self-centeredness consumes us and we lose sight of what is honorable, just, and
good,
fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

When we try to manipulate and intimidate others to get our way,
fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

A AN

When we ignore the evil being perpetrated around us and refuse to boldly stand
against Satan and his deceitful traps,
C: fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.
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As we gaze upon the cross and see the crucified innocent Lamb of God preserve our
hearts and minds and
C: fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Qo



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with His favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: Savior, Again to Your Dear Name LW #221

Savior, again to Your dear name we raise

With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless You ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly bending, wait Your word of peace.

Grant us Your peace upon our homeward way;
With You began, with You shall end the day;
Guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon Your name.

Grant us Your peace, Lord, through the coming night;
For us transform its darkness into light.

Keep us from harm and danger till the dawn;

Your evening presence promise to Your own.

Grant us Your peace throughout our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;

Then, when Your voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to Your eternal peace.

Announcements
P: Goin peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



MIDWEEK
LENTEN SERVICES

In the Cross of Christ | Glory

Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872

Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815-67

Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #100014552

0n My Heart Imprint Your Image

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt.
Tune: Johann B. Konig, Harmonischer Liederschatz, 1738

Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #100014552

Chief of Sinners Though | Be

Text: William McComb, 1793-1873

Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820-1901

Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #100014552

Blest Be the Tie That Binds

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.

Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872.

Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #100014552

Savior, Again to Your Dear Name

Text: John Ellerton, 1826-93, alt.

Tune: Edward J. Hopkins, 1818-1901

Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #100014552
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